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Recommended Danube Books 
 
General History/Biography 
 
The European Union: A Very Short Introduction. John Pinder.  
A clear and concise history of the union of many diverse nations. 
 
The Improbable Voyage. Tristan Jones.  
In 1985, the legendary, one-legged Royal Navy skipper Tristan Jones set off on a 2,307-mile voyage 
across Europe, traveling from the North Sea to the Black Sea via the Rhine and Danube rivers. 
 
A Time of Gifts. Patrick Leigh Fermor 
A British travel writer’s poignant chronicle of his 1,200-mile walking trip from Holland to Hungary in 
1934 at the age of 18 provides insight into a Europe hovering on the brink of World War II. 
 
 
Hungary 
A Concise History of Hungary. Miklós Molnár.  
A concise, but comprehensive 1,000-year history of the country through its 1988 free elections. 
 
The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeat. Paul Lendvai.  
Absorbing history of a proud and passionate people. 
 
 
Austria 
The Habsburgs: Embodying Empire. Andrew Wheatcroft.  
Follow the dynasty that ruled much of Central and Eastern Europe for six centuries. 
 
Mozart: His Character, His Work. Alfred Einstein.  
Classic study of Mozart’s character and works by one of the world’s greatest music historians. 
 
Schubert’s Vienna. Raymond Erickson.  
Chronicling the life of one of the 19th century’s most prolific composers and the city where he lived. 
 
The Third Man. Graham Greene.  
A novella about intrigue in post-World War II Vienna, which later became the Oscar-winning 1949 film 
starring Orson Welles and Joseph Cotton. The giant Ferris wheel (the Riesenrad) the two men rode in the 
movie still graces Vienna’s Prater Park. 
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Germany 

Do As the Germans Do and The German Way. Hyde Flippo.  
Two entertaining books bring insight into the culture, traditions and idiosyncrasies of German-speaking 
peoples, not only from Germany, but also Austria and Switzerland. 
 
German Castles and Palaces. Uwe Albrecht.  
Excellent photos and descriptions of some of Germany’s great castles and palaces. 
 
Prost! The Story of German Beer. Horst Dornbusch.  
One of the best books about how the political, economic and social history of Germany are inextricably 
linked to its brewing history and culture. 
 
A Traveller’s Wine Guide to Germany. Kerry Brady Stewart.  
A guide through Germany’s 13 wine regions allows you to discover the diversity of German wines. 
 
 
Czech Republic 
The Czech Republic: A Nation of Velvet. Rick Fawn.  
In 1989, the Czech communist regime was brought down peacefully and almost magically, giving birth to 
the term “Velvet Revolution.” This is a chronicle of the nation’s history. 
 
Prague: A Traveler’s Literary Companion. Paul Wilson.  
Prague has inspired much great literature, and here are 23 stories set in the city. Features classics by 
Kafka, Neruda and Klima. 
 
Prague Pictures: A Portrait of the City. John Banville.  
Fascinating portrait by a writer who lives in the city and obviously loves it. 
 
 
Cookbooks 
The Classic Art of Viennese Pastry: From Strudel to Sachertorte—More Than 100 
Traditional Recipes. Christine Berl.  
The definitive English-language guide to creating professional-quality Viennese pastry. 
 
The German Cookbook. Mimi Sheraton.  
Authentic German recipes, including special occasion dishes and simple fare. 
 
The Hungarian Cookbook. Susan Derecskey.  
Recipes from the fine restaurants of Budapest and the modest homes of Transylvania. 
 
 
 
 


